The Immigrant’s Song:

An Evening of Oral and Digital Storytelling

Inspired by Real Voices and Real Histories

The Context

Upper Division students have been preparing for and rehearsing an evening of oral and digital storytelling. The individual student performances and projections, taken together, will ‘sing the song’ or tell the story of immigration in America as seen through the eyes of immigrants today.

The oral storytelling component of this project is comprised of a series of 1st person narrative monologues that are immigration stories constructed from both personal interviews and students’ own creative writing in preparation for their dramatic performances. 

These monologues are supplemented by a digital storytelling component which is an interactive art piece based on the story of the immigrant the student interviewed.  The final piece, a class composite of each student’s individual project, will be projected on the walls of the theater space the night of the performance to serve as a dynamic “set”.

Before the performance, the composite pieces will be available for parents, students, family and friends to interact with in order to hear interview clips, evocative sound effects, images and animations.  This project is about more than learning technical skills:  the project designs specifically relate to each story’s deeper meaning. Each piece goes into the details of an immigrant’s life, and uses music, sound effects, video, images and text to portray deeper patterns of significance.

As a whole, these performances will serve as an artifact for the many immigrant cultures that exist in the Bay Area at this point in time. When combined as one piece, the detailed, individual stories comprise a revealing document: The Immigrant’s Song.


Process and Content

This exhibition is one element of a larger unit of study, at the beginning of which students were asked to consider the following central questions:

· What is The American Dream?

· Is it (can it be) a reality?

· Does this dream mean different things to different Americans?

To facilitate the students’ critical study of immigration in America they studied the Chinese Exclusion Act and patterns of immigration, examined historical primary source documents, as well as read, wrote about and discussed The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan to build their knowledge base about the Immigrant experience, both historically and currently.  Students explored the role that language plays in people’s lives and relationships and its role in defining communities.
The two primary assessments for this unit of study on Immigration will an Academic Essay and the Exhibition Performance, The Immigrant’s Song.  The latter asks that apply their learning and demonstrate their understandings by becoming storytellers, and showing through a creative monologue and an interactive digital design, the immigrant experience in the Bay Area today.

Students initiated the exhibition project by conducting interviews and collecting an immigrant’s oral history.  This interview became the foundation of each student’s monologue and digital design project.   To prepare for this, students needed to develop appropriate interviewing skills, strategies for completing background research, and interpretation strategies for primary source evidence

In crafting the monologue, students were expected to apply and demonstrate their understanding of literary devices and techniques such as symbolism, sensory writing, dialogue, foreshadowing, or flashback.  The monologue also needed to demonstrate command of structure and organization, as well as incorporate direct quotations from the interviews and words from the immigrant’s native language, in clear and effective ways. 

Mapping to the Graduation Portfolio and Leadership Skills

This exhibition provides an opportunity for students to develop work to meet the requirements of the Oral Presentation (dramatic) as well as the Creative Expression Graduation Portfolio tasks.  The work further provides opportunities for the student’s use of key skills necessary to complete their Literary Analysis and History/Social Science Investigation tasks as well.

The process of preparing for and presenting this Exhibition demands students demonstrate a command at least three of the Leadership Skills:

· Clear and Effective Communication
“Students understand principles of effective communication and use precise language. They articulately, effectively and persuasively communicate both orally and in writing to a range of audiences in a variety of ways. They listen with understanding and empathy, follow instructions, and request clarification.”    

· Creative Expression
“Students integrate and present ideas and concepts in previously unimagined ways. They apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate meaning and intent.”

· Project Management

“Students understand and use project-planning skills.  They set goals and develop strategies to meet those goals in a timely manner.  They acquire and use information and resources to implement their strategies.  They evaluate the effectiveness of their approach.”  

Furthermore, a separate formal, academic assessment will be completed to further judge the student’s mastery of this unit’s content.  This will take the form of an essay aligned to elements of the Literary Analysis and History/Social Science Graduation Portfolio performance tasks.  In responding to the central questions, students will be asked to analyze and interpret Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, provide evidence from primary and secondary sources to support a central idea or thesis, as well as present a clear and articulate point of view/perspective about the American Dream as it relates to the immigrant experience in America.

